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Far from taking no interest in the Dauphin, he
studied him and tried to understand a character,
whose mysteries escaped even his usual perspica-
city; he saw in this youth of seventeen the heir
to the throne and the mainstay of a kingdom, a prey
to the lusts and ambitions of redoubtable ad-
versaries*

In his most valuable Journal, the Due de Luynes
paints an accurate picture of the prince; it is
worthy of notice and helps us realize the cause of
many misunderstandings between father and son,
"I have already spoken," he says, "of the small
number of tasks the Dauphin sets himself each day;
ir seems that he wanted to change his usual routine
and have interviews with ]Mirepoix in the mornings
and the Abbe de Saint-Cyr in the afternoons; but
his love of being with his wife takes precedence
over everything else; and so there is usually not
much arranged in the day. When he goes to see
the queen the conversation is always lively and gay;
he is always at his ease with her; the Dauphine
seems to like his company too; the princesses also
are often there, and the Dauphin is most affectionate
with them/'

Further on Luynes adds: "He still shows marked
piety; he has been reproached for displaying it too
openly, for example when he prostrates himself at
the Elevation of the Sacrament, or at the Benedic-
tion."

Having no inclination for spectacles, balls,
hunting, elegant dinners and amusements, the
Dauphin took no part in his father's life; there